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Ending use of chlorpyrifos on food will protect the farmworkers who grow that food. However, 
chlorpyrifos is also used in other ways that expose workers to extremely dangerous amounts of the 
pesticide. For example, chlorpyrifos is used in greenhouses on ornamental plants. The greenhouse 
workers face unconscionable risks. And under EPA’s 2020 risk assessment and proposed decision, the 
agency finds that the workers who mix and apply chlorpyrifos will face unsafe exposures from more 
than 100 tasks; workers who re-enter fields sprayed with chlorpyrifos will be at risk as well.   

The EPA is proposing to allow these risks to continue because of the economic benefits of using 
chlorpyrifos compared to other currently available chemical pesticide alternatives. In making this 
proposal, EPA is ignoring non-chemical methods of pest control as well as the economic costs and 
hardships caused by pesticide poisonings, learning disabilities, reduced IQ in children, and 
environmental harm from chlorpyrifos use; this pesticide also contaminates surface water and harms 
threatened and endangered species, including birds, Pacific salmon, Southern Resident Killer Whales, 
and other mammals.  

For the workers, the EPA is considering requiring more protective clothing and gear, but those measures 
can cause heat stress in many regions where workers toil in hot temperatures. And the agency is 
proposing to afford farmworkers less protection than industrial workers where personal protective 
equipment is the last resort, employed only if the exposures cannot be prevented.   

When the Trump EPA derailed the proposed tolerance revocation, states like Hawaii, California, Oregon, 
and New York stepped in. In California, 99% of chlorpyrifos uses are now banned. While states can end 
use of chlorpyrifos, they cannot prevent residues of chlorpyrifos on their food. Only the EPA can do that. 
All Americans need the EPA to do its job and ensure our food is safe for children.    

We, therefore, urge the EPA to immediately: 

1. Revoke the 2019 final order2 that denied the 2007 petition to ban food uses of chlorpyrifos;3 
2. Grant the 2007 petition;   
3. Finalize the 2015 proposed order revoking all chlorpyrifos food tolerances;4 and  
4. Initiate the cancellation process for all uses of chlorpyrifos.  

 
The proposed interim decision on chlorpyrifos fails to protect the health of workers and children from a 
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